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CRIME, POLICE BRUTALITY STILL SERIOUS PROBLEMS, 

NEW YORK CITY VOTERS TELL QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY POLL;  

VOTERS WANT SMALLER ROLE FOR FIRST LADY 
 

A total of 86 percent of New York City voters, 82 percent of white voters, 87 percent of black 

voters and 93 percent of Hispanic voters, say crime is a “very serious” or “somewhat serious” 

problem, according to a Quinnipiac University poll released today.  

A total of 73 percent of voters, including 54 percent of white voters, 90 percent of black 

voters and 92 percent of Hispanic voters, say police brutality is a “very serious” or “somewhat 

serious” problem, the independent Quinnipiac (KWIN-uh-pe-ack) University poll finds. 

Voters approve 47 – 35 percent of the job Police Commissioner William Bratton is doing, 

the lowest rating for a police commissioner in more than 12 years.  Voters approve 54 – 39 

percent of the job police citywide are doing and approve 69 – 27 percent of the job police in their 

community are doing. 

Police citywide are generally tougher on blacks than on whites, 62 percent of voters say, 

while 31 percent say police treat everyone the same.  Looking at police in their community, 45 

percent say they are tougher on blacks and 45 percent say police treat everyone the same.  

Police should use necessary force with someone who refuses to be arrested, 60 percent of 

voters say, while 13 percent say police should walk away. 

But 64 percent of New York City voters say there is no excuse for the death of Eric 

Garner on Staten Island and voters approve 63 – 25 percent of bringing criminal charges against 

the police officer involved in Garner’s death. 

“It might be a spillover from all the campaign-time agitation over stop-and-frisk, but 

approval of police citywide and approval of Police Commissioner William Bratton is lower than 

it’s been since Rudolph Giuliani was mayor,” said Quinnipiac University Poll Assistant Director 

Maurice Carroll.  “Black voters disapprove of police citywide.  White voters still like them.” 
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“It might be a reaction to the death on Staten Island of Eric Garner and the complaints by 

some people that it was caused by a choke-hold.   Black voters call the death inexcusable and 

white voters are divided.  Black and white voters think the cop should be indicted,” Carroll said. 

 First Lady 

 Only 24 percent of New York City voters, including 26 percent of women, say the 

mayor’s spouse should have a “major role” in shaping public policy, while 37 percent say she 

should have a “minor role” and 34 percent say she should have no role. 

The mayor’s spouse should not have a chief of staff, voters say 61 – 31 percent, including 

55 – 34 percent among women.  

 “Mayor Bill de Blasio is making his job a family affair and voters aren't enthusiastic.  

Most New Yorkers think the mayor’s spouse should have a minor role in government – or none 

at all,” Carroll said.  “And voters don’t think the mayor's spouse needs a chief of staff.” 

New York City voters say 63 – 27 percent that Mayor de Blasio should not ban horse-

drawn carriages.  There is no listed group in favor of such a ban. 

In an open-ended question, allowing for any answer, 20 percent of voters say the 

economy is the most important problem facing New York City, followed by 13 percent who list 

housing, 12 percent who list crime and 11 percent who list education.  Only 6 percent list police 

and only 1 percent list racism or race relations. 

Only 25 percent of voters are satisfied with New York City public schools, while 58 

percent are not satisfied.  The mayor should increase the number of charter schools in the city, 43 

percent of voters say, while 17 percent say he should cut the number of charter schools and 31 

percent say he should keep the same number. 

De Blasio as a national spokesman on liberal issues is good for the city, 27 percent of 

voters say, as 18 percent say it’s bad for the city and 49 percent who say it makes no difference.   

“Whether he’s warming up for a run at the White House or not, New Yorkers seem OK 

with de Blasio's chosen role as a larger-than-local liberal spokesman,” Carroll said.  

From November 12 – 17, Quinnipiac University surveyed 1,164 New York City voters, 

with a margin of error of +/- 2.9 percentage points.  Live interviewers call land lines and cell 

phones. 

The Quinnipiac University Poll, directed by Douglas Schwartz, Ph.D., conducts public 

opinion surveys in Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Florida, Ohio, Virginia, 

Iowa, Colorado and the nation as a public service and for research.   

For more information, visit http://www.quinnipiac.edu/polling, call (203) 582-5201, or 

follow us on Twitter @QuinnipiacPoll.  

http://www.quinnipiac.edu/polling
http://twitter.com/QuinnipiacPoll
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2. What do you think is the most important problem facing New York City today? 

 

                            Tot 

 

Economy Total               20% 

 Economy general             4 

 Unemployment/Jobs          10 

 Cost of living              2 

 Minimum wage too low        1 

 Economy other               3 

 

Housing Total               13% 

 Housing general             6 

 Housing Costs/Availability  5 

 Rent control/Stabilization  1 

 Housing other               1 

 

Crime Total                 12% 

 Crime/Violence general     10 

 Drugs                       1 

 Crime other                 1 

 

Education Total             11% 

 Education general           9 

 Teachers                    1 

 Funding education           1 

 

Police Total                 6% 

 Police general              2 

 Police brutality/Racism     2 

 Police other                2 

 

Poverty/Homeless             4%  

 

Mass Transit Total           4% 

 Quality mass/public trans   1 

 Transportation other        3 

 

Taxes Total                  3% 

 Taxes general               2 

 Taxes other                 1 

 

Terrorism Total              3% 

 Security/Safety             2 

 Terrorism other             1 

 

Mayor/City leadership        3% 

 

Class inequality             2% 

 

Immigration                  1% 

Racism/Race relations        1% 

Environment/Pollution        1% 

Gun control                  1% 

Cities/Urban issues          1% 

Middle/Working class         1% 

Healthcare/ Costs/Ins/HMO's  1% 

Budget general               1% 

 

Other                        6% 

DK/NA                        5% 
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4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Bill Bratton is handling his job as  

Police Commissioner? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Approve              47%    48%    50%    42%    49%    45%    57%    44%    39% 

Disapprove           35     37     32     42     36     34     28     40     39 

DK/NA                18     15     18     16     15     21     15     17     21 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Approve              41%    45%    48%    49%    57%    41%    44%    49%    54% 

Disapprove           41     35     32     34     34     49     33     34     30 

DK/NA                17     20     20     17      9     10     23     17     16 

 

TREND: Do you approve or disapprove of the way XXX is handling his job as  

Police Commissioner? (*High and Low approval noted for Kelly, Kerik & Safir. Additional 

data points available.) 

 

                             App     Dis     DK/NA 

Bratton: 

 Nov 19, 2014                47      35      18 

 Aug 26, 2014                48      35      17 

 Jun 12, 2014                57      19      24 

 Mar 18, 2014                57      13      29 

*Kelly: 

 Jan 17, 2013                75      18       8 

 Jan 16, 2007                52      34      14 

*Kerik: 

 May 03, 2001                46      21      33 

 Feb 01, 2001                45      16      40 

*Safir: 

 Apr 20, 2000                32      58      10 

 Feb 12, 1997                55      17      28 

 

 

24. Do you think Mayor de Blasio should or should not ban horse drawn carriages from  

New York City? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Should ban           27%    18%    31%    24%    26%    28%    26%    23%    33% 

Should not           63     75     61     63     65     62     67     61     56 

DK/NA                10      7      8     13      9     10      7     15     11 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Should ban           28%    22%    37%    25%    17%    34%    25%    28%    22% 

Should not           59     62     57     69     79     58     65     63     68 

DK/NA                13     16      6      6      4      9     10      9     10 

 

TREND: Do you think Mayor de Blasio should or should not ban horse drawn carriages from 

New York City? 

 

                     Nov 19  Sep 02  Jun 11  Mar 19  Jan 16 

                     2014    2014    2014    2014    2014 

 

Should ban           27      25      26      24      28 

Should not           63      61      66      64      61 

DK/NA                10      14       8      11      11 

 



5 

 

28. Do you approve or disapprove of the way the New York City police are doing their job? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Approve              54%    74%    49%    57%    55%    53%    73%    35%    43% 

Disapprove           39     24     43     37     40     38     24     59     47 

DK/NA                 7      2      8      6      5      9      3      6     10 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Approve              48%    52%    54%    54%    79%    40%    52%    58%    62% 

Disapprove           47     46     37     34     16     55     43     33     29 

DK/NA                 5      2     10     12      5      4      5      9      9 

 

TREND: Do you approve or disapprove of the way the New York City police are doing their 

job? 

 

                                                             APPROVE....... 

                                                             High    Low 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  Jun 12  Mar 18  Jan 16  Feb 07  Apr 20 

                     2014    2014    2014    2014    2014    2002    2000 

 

Approve              54      50      59      68      62      76      43 

Disapprove           39      42      32      24      30      18      48 

DK/NA                 7       7       9       8       7       6       9 

 

 

29. Do you approve or disapprove of the way the police in your community are doing their 

job? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Approve              69%    79%    66%    74%    71%    68%    80%    56%    64% 

Disapprove           27     20     29     23     27     27     17     41     33 

DK/NA                 4      1      4      3      2      5      4      3      3 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Approve              62%    70%    70%    71%    75%    65%    65%    73%    74% 

Disapprove           35     28     26     22     23     34     32     24     20 

DK/NA                 3      2      4      7      2      1      3      3      6 

 

TREND: Do you approve or disapprove of the way the police in your community are doing 

their job? (*Low also 65% Oct 1997) 

 

                                                             APPROVE....... 

                                                             High    Low 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  Feb 18  Jun 17  May 08  Feb 07  Apr 20 

                     2014    2014    2010    2009    2008    2002    2000* 

 

Approve              69      67      74      71      66      79      65 

Disapprove           27      28      21      24      30      18      28 

DK/NA                 4       5       5       4       4       3       6 
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30. In general, how serious a problem do you think crime is in New York City; a very 

serious problem, somewhat serious, not very serious, or not a problem at all? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Very serious         39%    47%    40%    32%    30%    46%    27%    47%    50% 

Smwht serious        47     45     45     52     48     45     55     40     43 

Not very serious     13      7     13     15     20      7     16     10      5 

Not a problem at all  1      -      -      1      1      -      1      1      - 

DK/NA                 1      1      2      -      1      2      1      2      1 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Very serious         50%    45%    22%    40%    40%    43%    38%    38%    37% 

Smwht serious        42     43     55     44     52     41     46     50     47 

Not very serious      7     10     21     14      7     16     14     10     13 

Not a problem at all  1      1      1      1      -      1      1      -      1 

DK/NA                 -      2      2      2      1      -      1      1      2 

 

TREND: In general, how serious a problem do you think crime is in New York City; a very 

serious problem, somewhat serious, not very serious, or not a problem at all? (*High also 

88% Feb 2001) 

VERY+SMWHT....                                                             

High    Low 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  May 08  Jan 16  Jul 03  Aug 27  May 08 

                     2014    2014    2008    2007    2003    2014    2008 

 

Very serious         39      37      29      31      40      37      29 

Smwht serious        47      51      53      53      45      51      53 

Not very serious     13       9      15      14      12       9      15 

Not a problem at all  1       2       2       1       2       2       2 

DK/NA                 1       1       1       2       2       1       1 

 

 

31. In general, do you think New York City is about as safe as other big cities, less 

safe, or more safe? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

As safe              41%    46%    39%    42%    37%    44%    41%    50%    34% 

Less safe            14     12     17      9     10     19      9     12     28 

More safe            42     40     41     49     53     33     48     36     34 

DK/NA                 3      2      3      1      1      4      2      2      4 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

As safe              39%    47%    36%    37%    43%    40%    43%    39%    39% 

Less safe            26     11     10     16     14     14     11     17     17 

More safe            29     40     53     44     40     44     45     41     40 

DK/NA                 6      1      1      3      3      2      2      3      4 

 

TREND: In general, do you think New York City is about as safe as other big cities, less 

safe, or more safe? 

 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  May 08  Jan 16  Jul 20  Sep 10 

                     2014    2014    2008    2007    2005    2003 

 

As Safe              41      36      42      42      44      53 

Less Safe            14      16      13      13      16      16 

More Safe            42      44      43      41      36      28 

DK/NA                 3       3       2       3       4       3 
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32. Is being the victim of a crime something you personally worry about or not? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Yes                  50%    55%    53%    44%    45%    55%    45%    50%    61% 

No                   48     45     45     54     55     42     55     48     38 

DK/NA                 2      -      2      2      1      3      -      2      1 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Yes                  59%    53%    45%    46%    51%    39%    52%    59%    45% 

No                   40     43     53     52     49     58     45     40     54 

DK/NA                 1      3      2      2      -      3      3      1      1 

 

TREND: Is being the victim of a crime something you personally worry about or not?  

(* Low also 44% Apr 2006) 

 

                                                             YES........... 

                                                             High    Low 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  May 08  Jan 16  Apr 13  Feb 12  May 08 

                     2014    2014    2008    2007    2006    1997    2008* 

 

Yes                  50      48      44      49      44      65      44 

No                   48      51      54      50      54      34      54 

DK/NA                 2       1       1       1       1       1       1 

 

 

33. Do you think the police in - New York City are generally tougher on whites than on 

blacks, or tougher on blacks than on whites, or do the police treat them both the same? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Tougher on whites     1%     1%     1%     2%     1%     1%     1%     1%     3% 

Tougher on blacks    62     25     72     62     60     63     46     81     69 

Treat them the same  31     71     22     32     34     29     47     15     23 

DK/NA                 6      2      5      4      5      7      6      3      4 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Tougher on whites     1%     3%     -      1%     1%     1%     2%     1%     1% 

Tougher on blacks    73     54     74     57     46     58     65     65     56 

Treat them the same  20     40     21     32     50     36     29     30     33 

DK/NA                 5      3      5     11      4      4      3      5     10 

 

TREND: Do you think the police in New York City are generally tougher on whites than on 

blacks, or tougher on blacks than on whites, or do the police treat them both the same? 

 

                                                             TOUGHER ON BLKS 

                                                             High    Low 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  May 08  Jan 16  Jun 23  Apr 08  Feb 07 

                     2014    2014    2008    2007    2005    1999    2002 

 

Tougher on whites     1       1       1       2       1       1       - 

Tougher of blacks    62      63      61      59      56      71      54 

Treat them the same  31      30      30      30      34      20      36 

DK/NA                 6       7       8      10      10       9       9 
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34. Do you think the police in - your community are generally tougher on whites than on 

blacks, or tougher on blacks than on whites, or do the police treat them both the same? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Tougher on whites     2%     3%     1%     2%     1%     2%     3%     -      4% 

Tougher on blacks    45     16     54     43     43     47     28     66     54 

Treat them the same  45     74     36     51     49     40     60     24     38 

DK/NA                 9      7      9      5      6     11      9     10      4 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Tougher on whites     2%     1%     2%     2%     3%     3%     1%     3%     1% 

Tougher on blacks    56     44     49     38     35     36     52     48     37 

Treat them the same  31     49     37     51     57     56     40     39     49 

DK/NA                11      6     12      9      4      4      6      9     13 

 

TREND: Do you think the police in your community are generally tougher on whites than on 

blacks, or tougher on blacks than on whites, or do the police treat them both the same? 

 

                                                             TOUGHER ON BLKS 

                                                             High    Low 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  May 08  Jan 16  Jun 23  Oct 02  Feb 07 

                     2014    2014    2008    2007    2005    1997    2002 

 

Tougher on whites     2       1       1       3       1       1       1 

Tougher of blacks    45      43      44      43      40      48      38 

Treat them the same  45      48      44      43      46      40      50 

DK/NA                 9       8      12      11      13      11      11 

 

 

35. How serious a problem do you think police brutality is in New York City; a very 

serious problem, somewhat serious, not very serious, or not a problem at all? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Very serious         34%    10%    40%    30%    31%    36%    11%    56%    51% 

Smwht serious        39     36     42     41     33     44     43     34     41 

Not very serious     19     37     13     20     26     13     34      6      5 

Not a problem at all  7     15      4      8      9      5     11      2      1 

DK/NA                 2      2      2      2      2      3      2      1      1 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Very serious         46%    36%    33%    30%    16%    35%    39%    34%    25% 

Smwht serious        34     36     45     39     42     41     36     41     39 

Not very serious     17     21     13     20     25     17     19     16     24 

Not a problem at all  2      6      6      8     15      7      5      6      8 

DK/NA                 1      1      3      3      1      -      1      3      3 
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TREND: How serious a problem do you think police brutality is in New York City; a very 

serious problem, somewhat serious, not very serious, or not a problem at all? 

 

                                                             VERY+SMWHT.... 

                                                             High    Low 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  May 08  Jan 16  Jun 23  Sep 18  Jun 23 

                     2014    2014    2008    2007    2005    1997    2005 

 

Very serious         34      37      32      32      21      58      21 

Smwht serious        39      37      35      36      40      31      40 

Not very serious     19      15      23      21      26       9      26 

Not a problem at all  7      10       8       7       9       1       9 

DK/NA                 2       1       2       3       3       1       3 

 

 

36. Is being the victim of police brutality something you personally worry about or not? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Yes                  29%    18%    35%    22%    28%    30%    11%    46%    51% 

No                   70     82     64     78     72     69     89     53     49 

DK/NA                 1      -      1      -      -      1      -      1      - 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Yes                  42%    29%    30%    24%    16%    33%    34%    27%    22% 

No                   56     70     70     75     84     66     66     72     77 

DK/NA                 1      1      -      1      -      1      -      1      1 

 

TREND: Is being the victim of police brutality something you personally worry about or 

not? 

 

                                                             YES........... 

                                                             High    Low 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  May 08  Jan 16  Jun 23  Jun 17  Jun 23 

                     2014    2014    2008    2007    2005    1999    2005 

 

Yes                  29      30      26      27      23      37      23 

No                   70      69      74      73      76      62      76 

DK/NA                 1       1       1       -       1       -       1 

 

 

37. When faced with a possible criminal situation, do you think police in - New York City 

generally use excessive force against minority suspects, or generally use the appropriate 

amount of force? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Excessive force      46%    17%    56%    41%    41%    51%    25%    70%    58% 

Appropriate force    45     81     36     50     54     38     65     25     34 

DK/NA                 8      2      8      9      5     11      9      5      7 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Excessive force      56%    44%    50%    44%    31%    51%    48%    47%    40% 

Appropriate force    38     49     40     46     61     39     47     45     48 

DK/NA                 6      7     10     10      8     10      5      8     11 
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TREND: When faced with a possible criminal situation, do you think police in New York City 

generally use excessive force against minority suspects, or generally use the appropriate 

amount of force? 

 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  Feb 01  Apr 20 

                     2014    2014    2001    2000 

 

Excessive force      46      44      46      56 

Appropriate force    45      47      41      35 

DK/NA                 8       9      12       8 

 

 

38. When faced with a possible criminal situation, do you think police in - your own 

community generally use excessive force against minority suspects, or generally use the 

appropriate amount of force? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Excessive force      31%    14%    38%    23%    27%    34%    13%    51%    44% 

Appropriate force    60     84     53     67     67     54     77     42     50 

DK/NA                 9      2      9     10      6     12     10      8      6 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Excessive force      46%    31%    28%    26%    23%    27%    35%    34%    24% 

Appropriate force    48     63     60     62     69     66     60     57     62 

DK/NA                 6      6     12     13      7      7      6      9     13 

 

TREND: When faced with a possible criminal situation, do you think police in your own 

community generally use excessive force against minority suspects, or generally use the 

appropriate amount of force? 

 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27  Feb 01  Apr 20 

                     2014    2014    2001    2000 

 

Excessive force      31      28      27      34 

Appropriate force    60      61      56      53 

DK/NA                 9      11      17      14 

 

 

39. If someone were selling loose cigarettes illegally on a street corner in your 

neighborhood, would you want police to ignore that behavior or try to make that person 

stop, even if it means arresting that person? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Ignore               43%    25%    46%    44%    45%    42%    39%    46%    43% 

Try to stop          50     71     47     50     51     50     56     46     52 

DK/NA                 6      4      7      6      4      8      5      8      5 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Ignore               41%    40%    51%    42%    40%    47%    44%    44%    40% 

Try to stop          56     53     44     49     54     46     52     50     52 

DK/NA                 3      7      4      9      7      8      4      6      8 
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TREND: If someone were selling loose cigarettes illegally on a street corner in your 

neighborhood, would you want police to ignore that behavior or try to make that person 

stop, even if it means arresting that person? 

 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27 

                     2014    2014 

 

Ignore               43      41 

Try to stop          50      50 

DK/NA                 6       9 

 

 

40. If a person tells police they are not going to allow police to arrest them, should 

police walk away or use whatever amount of force is necessary to arrest the person? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Walk away            13%     8%    15%    11%    10%    15%     8%    20%    13% 

Use necessary force  60     79     54     64     68     53     69     54     58 

DK/NA                27     13     30     24     23     31     23     26     29 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Walk away            16%    12%    13%    11%    10%    18%    14%     9%    12% 

Use necessary force  59     63     53     61     71     58     59     59     64 

DK/NA                25     25     34     28     19     24     27     33     24 

 

TREND: If a person tells police they are not going to allow police to arrest them, should 

police walk away or use whatever amount of force is necessary to arrest the person?  

(* he or she is not going to ...) 

 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27 

                     2014    2014* 

 

Walk away            13      16 

Use necessary force  60      58 

DK/NA                27      27 

 

 

41. Have you heard or read anything about the death of Eric Garner, who died after being 

put in an alleged chokehold by a New York City police officer? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Yes                  94%    96%    94%    95%    95%    94%    94%    95%    94% 

No                    5      4      5      5      5      5      5      4      6 

DK/NA                 1      -      1      -      -      1      1      1      - 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Yes                  94%    93%    95%    95%    99%    90%    96%    96%    94% 

No                    6      7      3      5      1      8      4      4      4 

DK/NA                 1      -      2      -      -      2      -      -      2 
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TREND: Have you heard or read anything about the death of Eric Garner, who died after 

being put in an alleged chokehold by a New York City police officer? 

 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27 

                     2014    2014 

 

Yes                  94      95 

No                    5       4 

DK/NA                 1       1 

 

 

42. Do you approve or disapprove of Mayor de Blasio's public response to this incident? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Approve              32%    17%    36%    33%    36%    28%    27%    44%    26% 

Disapprove           37     58     30     41     42     33     44     30     35 

DK/NA                31     26     33     27     22     39     29     26     39 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Approve              31%    34%    30%    31%    31%    27%    35%    36%    26% 

Disapprove           37     36     31     41     50     44     34     36     39 

DK/NA                32     30     38     28     19     29     31     28     35 

 

TREND: Do you approve or disapprove of Mayor de Blasio's public response to this incident? 

 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27 

                     2014    2014 

 

Approve              32      35 

Disapprove           37      34 

DK/NA                31      31 

 

 

43. From what you know about the death of Eric Garner, which statement comes closer to 

your opinion: It was a tragic thing, and there is absolutely no excuse for how the police 

acted, or It was a tragic thing, but it is understandable that the police could have acted 

this way? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

No excuse            64%    30%    74%    60%    59%    67%    46%    85%    77% 

Understandable       27     63     17     31     33     22     43     10     18 

DK/NA                 9      8      9      9      7     11     12      5      4 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

No excuse            71%    65%    73%    54%    45%    63%    65%    67%    57% 

Understandable       22     24     19     36     51     27     25     26     34 

DK/NA                 7     12      8     10      4     10     10      7      9 
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TREND: From what you know about the death of Eric Garner, which statement comes closer to 

your opinion: It was a tragic thing, and there is absolutely no excuse for how the police 

acted, or It was a tragic thing, but it is understandable that the police could have acted 

this way? 

 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27 

                     2014    2014 

 

No excuse            64      68 

Understandable       27      24 

DK/NA                 9       8 

 

 

44. Do you approve or disapprove of bringing criminal charges against the police officer 

for the death of Eric Garner? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Approve              63%    28%    73%    63%    63%    63%    45%    88%    72% 

Disapprove           25     59     16     25     28     22     39      6     18 

DK/NA                12     13     12     11     10     14     17      6     10 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Approve              69%    63%    73%    56%    42%    71%    66%    67%    50% 

Disapprove           19     24     15     32     48     27     22     21     31 

DK/NA                11     13     12     13     10      3     11     13     19 

 

TREND: Do you approve or disapprove of bringing criminal charges against the police 

officer for the death of Eric Garner? 

 

                     Nov 19  Aug 27 

                     2014    2014 

 

Approve              63      64 

Disapprove           25      19 

DK/NA                12      17 

 

 

45. Are you generally satisfied with the quality of the public schools in New York City, 

or are you not satisfied? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Satisfied            25%    22%    27%    25%    27%    24%    25%    25%    26% 

Not satisfied        58     56     56     62     57     59     54     61     58 

DK/NA                16     21     17     13     16     17     21     13     16 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Satisfied            21%    31%    17%    26%    35%    34%    25%    26%    20% 

Not satisfied        62     54     64     58     50     53     62     59     55 

DK/NA                17     15     19     16     15     14     13     14     25 
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TREND: Are you generally satisfied with the quality of the public schools in New York 

City, or are you not satisfied? (*Low also 12% on Feb 2004, Mar 2002, Apr 2000 & Mar 1997) 

 

                                                             SATISFIED.... 

                                                             High    Low 

                     Nov 19  May 10  Nov 23  Feb 25  Jan 28  Jan 28  Feb 5 

                     2014    2012    2010    2009    2009    2009    2004* 

 

Satisfied            25      22      25      30      32      32      12 

Not satisfied        58      66      63      58      55      55      74 

DK/NA                16      12      12      12      14      14      13 

 

 

46. As you may know, charter schools are operated by private or non-profit organizations. 

The schools are paid for with public funds and do not charge tuition. Do you think the 

mayor should increase the number of charter schools, decrease the number of charter 

schools, or keep the number of charter schools the same? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Increase             43%    52%    41%    42%    43%    43%    45%    37%    45% 

Decrease             17     12     18     15     17     17     19     19     12 

Keep the same        31     24     31     38     32     31     26     36     33 

DK/NA                 9     13     10      5      8     10     10      9     10 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Increase             47%    41%    42%    47%    33%    40%    45%    44%    41% 

Decrease             12     16     20     15     22     15     18     19     13 

Keep the same        30     35     28     29     38     36     33     28     31 

DK/NA                12      8     10      9      6      8      5      9     14 

 

TREND: As you may know, charter schools are operated by private or non-profit 

organizations. The schools are paid for with public funds and do not charge tuition. Do 

you think the mayor should increase the number of charter schools, decrease the number of 

charter schools, or keep the number of charter schools the same? 

 

                     Nov 19  Mar 19 

                     2014    2014 

 

Increase             43      40 

Decrease             17      14 

Keep the same        31      39 

DK/NA                 9       7 

 

 

47. Do you think charter schools should be required to pay rent when they are located in 

New York City public school buildings or not? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Yes/Pay rent         50%    38%    51%    52%    52%    49%    50%    59%    42% 

No                   41     53     38     43     39     43     41     36     47 

DK/NA                 9      8     10      5      9      8      9      5     11 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Yes/Pay rent         47%    47%    52%    50%    64%    41%    56%    55%    43% 

No                   43     49     35     39     28     56     39     37     40 

DK/NA                10      4     13     11      8      2      5      8     18 
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TREND: Do you think charter schools should be required to pay rent when they are located 

in New York City public school buildings or not? 

 

                     Nov 19  Mar 19 

                     2014    2014 

 

Yes/Pay rent         50      44 

No                   41      47 

DK/NA                 9       8 

 

 

48. Do you have any children in a charter school or on a waiting list to get into a 

charter school? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Yes/In school or 

 on waiting list      5%     5%     7%     3%     6%     5%     2%     5%    11% 

No/Neither           94     95     93     96     94     94     98     95     87 

DK/NA                 1      -      1      -      -      1      -      -      2 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Yes/In school or 

 on waiting list      7%     6%     5%     4%     5%     9%     8%     3%     1% 

No/Neither           92     94     94     95     95     91     91     96     97 

DK/NA                 1      -      1      -      -      -      -      -      2 

 

TREND: Do you have any children in a charter school or on a waiting list to get into a 

charter school? 

 

                     Nov 19  Mar 19 

                     2014    2014 

 

Yes/In school or 

 on waiting list      5       8 

No/Neither           94      90 

DK/NA                 1       1 

 

 

49. If Mayor de Blasio is perceived as a national spokesperson for liberal issues, do you 

think that is good for - New York City, bad for New York City, or doesn't it make a 

difference? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Good                 27%     9%    35%    21%    29%    25%    22%    40%    26% 

Bad                  18     49      9     18     20     16     29      8      9 

No difference        49     38     48     58     47     50     46     47     54 

DK/NA                 7      4      9      3      3     10      3      6     11 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Good                 32%    24%    37%    21%    17%    20%    30%    29%    26% 

Bad                  19     17     12     20     31     17     17     17     18 

No difference        41     52     46     52     48     54     50     47     45 

DK/NA                 8      8      6      7      4      9      2      7     11 
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TREND: If Mayor de Blasio is perceived as a national spokesperson for liberal issues, do 

you think that is good for New York City, bad for New York City, or doesn't it make a 

difference? 

 

                     Nov 19  Sep 02 

                     2014    2014 

 

Good                 27      30 

Bad                  18      17 

No difference        49      46 

DK/NA                 7       7 

 

 

50. If Mayor de Blasio is perceived as a national spokesperson for liberal issues, do you 

think that is good for - his political career, bad for his political career, or doesn't it 

make a difference? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Good                 40%    40%    39%    43%    44%    37%    39%    50%    38% 

Bad                  14     26     12     10     13     14     20     10      8 

No difference        40     27     41     44     39     40     36     35     46 

DK/NA                 6      6      8      4      3      9      5      6      8 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Good                 42%    36%    50%    37%    33%    36%    48%    39%    33% 

Bad                   9     16     11     15     20     11     12     16     15 

No difference        43     42     32     41     42     52     36     37     40 

DK/NA                 7      6      6      7      5      1      3      8     12 

 

TREND: If Mayor de Blasio is perceived as a national spokesperson for liberal issues, do 

you think that is good for his political career, bad for his political career, or doesn't 

it make a difference? 

 

                     Nov 19  Sep 02 

                     2014    2014 

 

Good                 40      44 

Bad                  14      12 

No difference        40      37 

DK/NA                 6       7 

 

 

51. In general, how big a role do you think a mayor's spouse should have in shaping public 

policy, a major role, a minor role, or no role? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Major role           24%    12%    31%    15%    20%    26%    12%    31%    35% 

Minor role           37     23     39     45     40     35     38     41     31 

No role              34     59     25     38     37     32     45     23     27 

DK/NA                 5      6      6      3      3      7      5      4      7 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Major role           29%    24%    29%    17%    17%    16%    28%    27%    19% 

Minor role           36     40     32     41     36     50     38     34     34 

No role              31     29     34     39     46     29     31     34     41 

DK/NA                 5      7      5      3      1      5      3      5      5 
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TREND: In general, how big a role do you think a mayor's spouse should have in shaping 

public policy, a major role, a minor role, or no role? 

 

                     Nov 19  Mar 18  Jan 16 

                     2014    2014    2014 

 

Major role           24      24      27 

Minor role           37      39      36 

No role              34      31      30 

DK/NA                 5       6       7 

 

 

52. Do you think the mayor's spouse should have a chief of staff or don't you think so? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Yes                  31%    15%    38%    26%    27%    34%    25%    38%    36% 

No                   61     85     51     68     68     55     68     53     52 

DK/NA                 8      1     11      6      5     11      7      8     12 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Yes                  33%    30%    39%    23%    30%    17%    37%    36%    26% 

No                   52     61     55     70     70     73     59     55     63 

DK/NA                15      8      6      8      -      9      4     10     11 

 

 

53. Do you think a public official should or should not be held accountable for actions of 

their spouse or live-in companion? 

 

                     Tot    Rep    Dem    Ind    Men    Wom    Wht    Blk    Hsp 

 

Yes/Should           49%    56%    47%    47%    49%    49%    51%    45%    51% 

No/Should not        43     37     43     47     43     43     42     48     35 

DK/NA                 8      7      9      6      9      8      7      7     14 

 

                     AREA.............................  AGE IN YRS.............. 

                     Brnx   Kngs   Man    Qns    StIsl  18-29  30-49  50-64  65+ 

 

Yes/Should           51%    47%    44%    50%    61%    38%    50%    53%    51% 

No/Should not        40     43     47     43     33     50     44     41     37 

DK/NA                 9      9     10      7      6     13      6      6     12 

 


